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For him was I exchang’d and ranfom’d ; 

But with a bafer man of arms by far. 

Once, in contempt, they would have barter'd me. 

ShakcJ'p. Henry VI. p. i. 
Then as thou wilt difpofe the reft, 

To thofe who, at the market rate. 

Can barter honour for eftate. Prior-. 

I fee nothing left us, but to truck and barter our goods, like 
the wild Indians, with each other. Swift. 

2 . Sometimes it is ufed with the particle away before the thing 
given. 

If they will barter away their time, methinks they fhould at 
leaft have fomc cafe in exchange. Deeay of Piety. 

He alfo bartered away plums that would have rotted in a 
a week, for nuts that would laft good for his eating a whole 
year. Locke. 

Ba'rter. n.f [from the verb.] The a<£t or practice of traf- 
ficking by exchange of commodities ; fometimes the tiling gi- 
ven in exchange. 

From England they may be furnifhed with fuch things rs 
they may want, and, in exchange or barter , fend other things, 
with which they may abound. Bacon's Advice to Villiers. 

He who corrupteth Englifti with foreign words, is as wife as 
ladies that change plate for china ; for which, I think, the lau- 
dable traffick of old cloaths is much the faireft barter. 

Felton on the Cloffcks. 

Ba'rtf.rer. n.f. [from barter. ] He that traff.cks by exchange 
of commodities. 

Ba'rtery. n.f. [from barter.'] Exchange of commodities. 

It is a received opinion, that, in moft ancient ages, there 
was only bartery or change of commodities amongft moft na- 
tions. Camden's Remains. 

Ba'rtram. n.f A plant; the fame with pellitory-, which fee. 
Ba'rton. n.f. The demefne lands of a manour ; the manour- 
houfe itfelf ; and fometimes the out-houfes. Blount. 

BASE. adj. [ has , Fr. baffo, Ital. baxo, Span, bajfus, low Latin ; 

j. Mean; vile; worthlefs. 

The harveft white plumb is a bafe plumb, and the white 
date plumb are no very good plumbs. Bacon s Natural Hijl. 

Pyreicus was only famous tor counterfeiting all bafe tilings, 
as earthen pitchers, a fcullery ; whereupon he was furnamed 
Rupographus. Peacham. 

2. Of mean fpirit ; difingenuous ; illiberal ; ungenerous ; low ; 
without dignity of fentiment. 

Since the perfections are fuch in the party I love, as the feel- 
ing of them cannot come unto any unnoble heart ; fhall that 
heart, lifted up to fuch a height, be counted bafe ? Sidney. 

It is bafe in his advcrfarics thus to dwell upon the exceflcs of 
a paflion. At ter bury. 

I might be bafe enough to fufpeCt, that you aCied like fome 
philofopher, who writ much better upon virtue than he prac- 
tifed it. ’ Swift. 

3. Of low ftation ; of mean account ; without dignity of rank ; 
without honour. 

If the lords and chief men degenerate, what fhall be hoped 
of the peafants and bafer people ? Spaifr on Ireland. 

If that rebellion 

Came like itfelf, in bafe and abjeCt routs. 

You reverend father, and thefe noble lords, 

Had not been here. Sbakefp. Henry IV. p. ii. 

It could not elfc be, I fhould prove fo bafe. 

To fue and be denied fuch c mmon grace. Shak. Timon. 
And I will yet be more vile than this, and will be bafe in 
mine own fight. 2 Sam. vi. 22. 

Infurrcctions of bafe people arc commonly more furious in 
their beginnings. Bacons Hairy VII. 

He whofe mind 

Is virtuous, is alone of noble kind ; 

Though poor in fortune, of celeftial race. 

And he commits the crime who calls him bafe. Dryden. 

4. Bafe-born; born out of wedlock, and by confequence of no 
honourable birth. 

Why baftard r wherefore bafe ? 

When my dimenfions are as well compact 
As honeft madam’s iffiie. Sbakefp. King Lear. 

This young lord loft his life with his father in the field, and 
with them a bafe fon. Camden's Remains. 

5. Applied to metals : without value ; it is ufed in this fenfe of all 
metal except gold and fdver. 

A guinea is pure gold, if it has nothing but gold in it, with- 
out any alloy or bafer metal. Watts's Logick. 

6. Applied to founds, deep ; grave. It is more frequently writ- 
ten bafs , though the comparative bafer feemsto require bafe. 

In pipes, the lower the note holes be, and the further from 
the mouth of the pipe, die more bafe found they yield. 

Bacon’s Natural Hijlory , N 2 178. 
Base-boric, adj. Born out of wedlock. 

But fee thy bafe-born child, :hy babe of fhamc, 

Who, left by thee, upon our parifh came. Cay. 

Base-court, n.f. Lower court; -not the chief court that leads 
to the houfe. 
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My lord, in the bafe-court lie doth attend. 

To (peak with you. Sbakefp. Rid ar ,m 

Base-minded, adj. Mean fpirited ; worthlefs. 

It lignifietli, as it feemeth, no more than abje£t, bafe-nundei 
falfe hearted, coward, or nidget. Camden’s R a>Uii , 

Base- viol, n.f [ufually written bafs viol.] An inftrumear 
which is ufed in concerts for the bafe found. 

At the very firft grin he caft every human feature out of h' 
countenance ; at the fecond, lie became the head of a baf--,:!] 

Addifon. Spectator, N° 

Base. n.f. [has, Fr. bafs, Lat.] 2 

1. The bottom of any thing ; commonly ufed for the lower part 

of a building, or column. ^ 

What if it tempt thee tow’rd the flood, my lord ? 

Or to the dreadful fummit of the cliffy 
That beedes o’er his bafe into the fea. Sbakefp. Hamlet 
Firm Dorick pillars found your folid bafe ; 

The fair Corinthian crowns the higher fpacc. Drydt 
Columns of polilh’d marble firmly fet 
On golden bafes , arc his legs and feet. p r - u 

2. The pedeftal of aftatuc. 

Men of weak abilities in great place, arc like little flatues 
fet on great bafes , made the lefs by their advancement. Bacon. 

Mercury was patron of flocks, and the ancients placed a ram 
at the bafe of his images- Broome’s Notes on theOdyffty. 

3. That part of any ornament which hangs down, as houfings. 

Phalantus was all in white, having his bafes and caparifon 
embroidered. Sidney, 

4. The broad part of any body ; as the bottom of a cone. 

5. Stockings, or perhaps the armour for the legs, from has, Fr, 

Nor fhall it e’er be faid that wight. 

With gaundet blue and bafes white, 

And round blunt truncheon by his fide, 

So great a man at arms defy’d. Hudibras. 

6. The place from which racers or tiltcrs run ; the bottom of the 
field. 

He faid ; to their appointed bafe they went ; 

With beating heart th’ cxpedling fign receive. 

And, ftarting all at once, the barrier leave. Dryden' sVirg. 

7. The firing that gives a bafe found. 

At thy wclllharpcn’d thumb, from fhore to ftiore, 

The trebles fqueak for fear, the bafes roar. Dryden s Mackf. 

8. An old ruftick play; written by Skinner , bays. 

He with two ftriplings (lads, more like to run 
The country bafe , than to commit fuch (laughter) 

Made good the paflage. Shaktfp. Cymbclm. 

To Base. v. a. \b after, Fr.] Toembafe; to make lefs valu- 
able by admixture of meaner metals. 

I am doubtful whether men have fufficiendy refined metals, 
which we cannot bafe-, as, whether iron, brafs, and tin be re- 
fined to the height? Bacon's Natural Hijlory, N u 849. 

Ba'sei.y. adv. [from bafe.] 

1. In a bafe manner ; meanly; difhonourably. 

The king is not hinilelf, but bafely led 
By flatterers. Shakcfp. Richard II. 

A lieutenant bafely gave it up, as foon as Elfcx in his paf- 
fage demanded it. Clarendon. 

With broken vows his fame he will not ftain, 

With conqueft bafely bought, and with inglorious gain. 

Dryden. 

2 . In baftardy. 

Thefe two Mitylcnc brethren, bafely born, crept out of a 
fmall galliot unto the majefty of great kings. 

Knolles’s Hijlory of the Turks. 

Bareness, n.f. [from bafe.] 

1 . Meannefs ; vilenefs ; badnefs. 

Such is the power of that fweet paflion. 

That it all fordid bafenefs doth expel. Spenf. Hymn on Love. 
When a man’s folly mull be fpread open before the angels, 
and all his bafenefs ript up before thole pure fpirits, this will be 
a double hell. . . Ssu,h ‘ 

Your foul’s above the bafenefs of diftruft : 

Nothing but love could make you fo unjuft. Dryd. Aureng. 

2. Vilenefs of metal. . . 

We alleged the fraudulent obtaining and executing nis pa- 
tent, the bafenefs of his metal, and the prodigious fum to be 
J J Swift. 

coined. J 

3. Baftardy. 

Why brand they us . 

With bafe ? with bafenefs ? baftardy ? Shakcfp. King Lear. 

4. Deepnefs of found. . - - , . 

The juft and meafured proportion of the air percul.e 
wards the bafenefs or treblencfs of tones, is one of the g”* 
fccrcts in the contemplation of founds. Bacon’s Nat.riy. ■’> 
To BASH. v. n. [probably from baft.] To be alhamc , to 
confounded with lhamc. 

His countenance was bold, and bajh d not _ 
ForGuvon’s looks, but fcornful eye-glance at him lb°r. 

Fairy JBi'cn, b. 11. t. 

B’asha'w. n.f. [fometimes written baffa.] A title of hoi^M 
and command among the Turks; the viceroy of a prow 
the general of an army. q-) lC 
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The Turks made an expedition into Parfia ; and hccaufa of 
the ftraits of the mountains, die bajhaw confulted which way 
thev Ihould get in. . , Bacon's Apophthegms. 

Ba'shful. adj. [This word, with all thofe of the fame race, 
arc of uncertain etymology. Skinner imagines them derived 
from bafe, or mean ; Minjhnv, from verl-aefen, Dut. to ftrike 
with aftonilhmcnt ; Junius, from Sara, which he finds \nHc- 
fychius to fignify lhamc. 'The conjecture of Minjhew ieems 
moft probable.] 

1. Model! ; lhamefaccd. 

I never tempted her with word too large ; 

But, as a brother to his filter, Ihew’d ^ 

Bajhful finceritv, and comely love. Shakcfp. AI. ado about A. 

2. Sheepifh ; vitioufly model!. 

He looked with an almoll bajhful kind of model!)', as if he 
feared die eyes of man. Sidney. 

Hence, bajhful cunning ! 

And prompt me plain and holy innocence. Shakcfp. Tcmpejl. 

Our authour, anxious for his fame to night. 

And bajhj'ul in his firft attempt to write. 

Lies cautioufiy obfeure. Addifon s Drummer, Prologue. 

Ba'shfully. adv. [from bajkfd.] Timoroufly; modcftly. 

Ba'shfulnESS. n.f [from bajhful.] 

1. Modefty, as lliewn in outward appearance. 

Philoclea a little mufed how to cut the thread even, with 
eyes, checks and lips, whereof each fang their part, to make 
up the harmony of bajhfulnefs. Sidney. 

Such looks, fuch bajhfulnefs might well adorn 

The cheeks of youths that are more nobly born. Dryden. 

7. Vitious or ruftick lhamc. 

For fear had bequeadied his room to his kinfman bajhfulnefs , 
to teach him good manners. Sidney , b. i. 

There are others who have not altogether fo much of this 
foolilh bajhfulnefs, and who alk every one’s opinion. Dryden. 

Ba'sil. n. f [ocymum, Lat.] The name of a plant. 

This plant hath a labiated flower of one leaf, whofe creft is 
upright, roundilh, notched, and larger than the beard, which 
is generally curled, or gently cut. Out of the flower cup rifes 
the pointal, attended by four embryos, that become fo many 
feeds inclofed in a husk, which was before the flower cup ; the 
husk is divided into two lips, the upper one growing upright, 
and is fplit into two ; but the under one is cut into feveral parts. 
The fpecies are eight; 1. Common bafil. 2. Common baft. 1 , 
with dark green leaves, and white flowers. 3. Leller bafil, 
with narrow ferrated leaves. 4. The leaft bafil, commonly 
called bujh-bafd, ts'e. Thefe annual plants are propagated 
from feeds in March, upon a moderate hot bed. In Auguft 
they perfedl their feeds. The firft fort is preferibed in medi- 
cine ; but the fourth is moft eftccmcd for its beauty and feent. 
t Millar. 

Ba'sil. n.f. The angle to which the edge of a joiner’s tool is 
ground away. 

Ba'sil. n. f. The skin of a Iheep tanned. DiSt. 

'I o Ba'sil. v. a. To grind the edge of a tool to an an<de. 

Thefe chiflels are not ground to fuch a bafil as the joiners 
chiflcls on one of the Tides, but are bafsled away on both the 
flat Tides ; fo that the edge lies between both the Tides in the 
middle of the tool. Moxon’s Mechanical Exerctfes. 

Basi'lica. n.f. [,3«*i*ow.] The middle vein of the arm fo 
called, by way of pre-eminence. It is likewife attributed to 
many medicines for the fame rcafon. Quincy. 

Basi'lical. 7 adj. [from bafliea. See Basilica.] Belonging 

Basi i.ick. j to the bafilick vein. 

'I hefe ancurifms following always upon bleeding the baft- 
Itck vein, mill! be ancurifms of the humeral artery. Sharp. 

Baulick. n.f [bafdiquc, Fr. A large 'hall, havin'*" 

two ranges ol pillars, and two ides or wings, with galleries 
over them. Thefe laftlicks were firft made lor the palaces of 
princes, and afterwards converted into courts of julticc, and 
IaMly into churches ; whence a baf lick is generally taken for a 
magnificent church, as the bafilick of St. Peter at Rome. 

Basi'licon. n.f. [0M-.Xm».] An ointment called alfo tetra- 
pharmacon. & • 

r li'utTuy, 




drive away all others by his hiding, and to kill by looking 
Make me not fighted like the baftlisk ; 0 

I vc look d on thoufands who have fped the better 
I y my regard, but kill’d none fo. Shakcfp. Winter’s Tab-. 
I he bafil, Jk was a ferpent not above three palms long, and 
differenced from other lerpents by advancing bis head and 
fome white marks or coronary fpots upon the crown. 

2. A fpccics of cannon or ordnance. ^ 

1 here we imitate and pracHfe to make fwifter motions than 
any you have: and to make them ftrc.ntrcr and maiden 
>0Urs arC! seeding your greateft cannons and hafilijfs. 

Ba'sin. n f. [bafun, Fr. baeile, baeino, Ttal/’^ 
oujo.i, but not according to etvmolo n I 
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1. A final! veflcl to hold water. for walhing, or other ul*es. 

Let one attend him with a fdver bajh. 

Full of rofewater, and beftrew’d with flowers. 

Shakcfp. Taming of the ShrevJ. 
We have little wells for infufions, where the waters take the 
virtue quicker and better, than in vcfiels &n<\ baftns. Bacon. 

We behold a piece of filver in a in fin, when water is put up- 
on it, which we could not difeover before, as under the verge 
thereof. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

2. A fmall pond. 

On one fide of the walk you fee this hollow baftn, with its 
feveral little plantations lying conveniently under the eye of the 
beholder. Spefbator, N° 477* 

3. Apart of the Tea inclofed in rocks, with 2 narrow entrance. 

The jutting land two ample bays divides; 

The fpacious baftns arching rocks inclofe, 

A fure defence from cv’ry ftorm that blows. Pope's Odyffey. 

4. Any hollow place capacious of liquids. 

If this rotation does the Teas affedl. 

The rapid motion rather would eje£t 
The llores, the low capacious caves contain, 

And from its ample baftn caft the main. Black-more' s Creat. 

5. A dock for repairing and building Ihips. 

6. In anatomy, a round cavity fituated between the anterior ven- 
tricles of the brain. 

7. A concave piece of metal by which glafs grinders form their 
convex glaftes. 

8. A round Ihcli or cafe of iron placed over a furnace, in which 
hatters mould the matter of a hat into form. 

9. Baftns of a balance-, the fame with the fcalcs; one to hold the 
weight, the other the thing to be weighed. 

Ba'sis. n.f. [ bafts , Lat.] 

1. The foundation of any thing, as of a column or a building. 

It muft follow, that paradife, being railed to this height, 
mull have the compafs of the whole earth for a bafts and f i:n- 
darion. Raleigh' s Hijlory of the World. 

Afcend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 
That lhake heav’n’s bafts. Milton’s Paradife Loft, b. vi. 

In altar-wife a ftately pile they rear; 

The bafts broad below, and top advanc’d in air. Dryden. 

2. The loweft of the three principal parts of a column, which 
arc the bafts, Jhaft, and capital. 

Upon our coming to the bottom, obferving an Englifh in- 
feription upon the bafts, we read it over feveral times. 

AddtJon's Freeholder , N’ 47. 

3. That on which any thing is raifed. 

Such Teems thy gentle height, made only proud 
To be the bafts of that pompous load. 

Than which a nobler weight no mountain bears. Denham. 

4. The pedeftal. 

How many times ihali Crtfar bleed in fport. 

That now on Pompey’s bafts lies along 

No worthier than the dull ? Sbakefp. Julius Cafar. 

5. The groundwork or firft principle of any thing. 

Build me thy fortune upon the bafts of valour. 

Shakcfp. Twelfth Night. 
The friendfhips of the world arc oft 
Confederacies in vice, or leagues of pleafurc ; 

Ours has fevereff virtue f.-r its bafts. ' Addifon’ s Cato. 

To Bask. v. a. \_back rcn, Dut. Skinner.] To warm by laving 
out in the heat ; ufed almoll always of animals. 

And ftretclied out dl the chimney’s length, 

Bafks at the fire his hairy ftrength. ° AFilton. 

He was bafking himfelf in the gleam of the fun. L’Ejlrange. 

I is all thy buimefs, buiinefh how to ihun, 

To baft thy naked body in the fun. Dryden' s Pcrftus. 

1 o cask. v. n. I o lie in the warmth. 

About him, and above, and round the wood. 

The birds that haunt the borders of his flood ; 

That bath’d within, or bajle'd upon his fide, * 

To tuneful Tongs their narrow throats appl/d. Dryden. 

> Unlock d, in covers let her freely run. 


I o range thy courts, and bajh before the fun. 
' the 


Tickell. 


Some in the fields of pureft tether play. 

And baft and whiten in the blaz. of day. p r .a, 

Ba'sket n.f [bafged , Welch ; haj'cauda, Lat. Barbara d.piais 
vettti bajeauda Bntamus. Martial.] A vcfTcl made of twigs, 
rulhes, or (phnters, or fomc other llcndcr body interwoven. 

Here is a bajket ; he may creep in, and throw foul linen up- 
on him as if going to bucking. Shak. Merry J Fives of l Find ft. 

1 lius whde I iung, my for rows I deceiv’d, J 

And bending ofiers into baftteis weav'd. Dryden 
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It is often written 


lo made as to contain the whole hand, 
ing wounded. 

His puiflant fword unto his fide, 
Near his undaunted heart, was tv’d : 
With bajket-hilt, that would hold broth 
And ferve lor fight and dinner both. 


■capon 
nd defend it from be- 


Hudibras, cant. i. 

Their 
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